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IV. A Letter from Mr. Francis Drake, Sur- 
geon y F. R. S* to Martin Folkes Efq\ Pre- 
fident oj the Royal Society, &c. concerning 
the Bones of a Foetus being dif charged thro 
an Ulcer near the Navel. 

Worthy Sir, Tor k, June n. 1747. 

Read Jan. 28. T TAVING a Call from hence into 
*747- j^ J^ Lincoln/hire lately, to fee a Patient, 

the Apothecary who attended on him informed me, 
smonift other things, of an extraordinary Cafe, 
which had happened in that Neighbourhood, a very 
few Years ago, I have fincc been informed, on In- 
quiry, that it has not as yet been reprefented to the 
Royal Society j and therefore I hope you will do 
mc the Honour to lay this Account of the Cafe 
before them, 

Jane, the Wife of ^james Burwan> Labourer, at 
Scabby near Brigg in Lincoln/hire, was about 29 
Years of Age when (he married. About two Years 
after, when fhe had had a Child at full Time, (he 
conceived again, and went regularly on for four 
Months. She then got a Fall, and about three Weeks 
after felt a Load in her Belly, which continued, on the 
right Side of the fame, for between two and three 
Years. The Woman then grew very big with another 
Child, which preffed fo much upon the Lump as to 
give her great Uncafincfs. However, fhe went on 
to her Time with her double Burden 5 and, three 
Years and a Quarter after the accidental Fall, fhe 
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was dclivcr'd of a live Child at full Growth : From 
which Time fhc grew worfe and worfe, with vio- 
lent Pain about the Navel, and an inflamed Tumour 
appeared near that Part. Upon Application to a 
neighbouring Surgeon, Fomentations were ufed, 
which produced a Suppuration at a fmall Breach 
near the Nave!. The Surgeon did not know what 
to make of this Swelling:, and therefore did not 
venture to enlarge the Orifice; but it continued dis- 
charging a fetid purulent Matter for three or four 
Months longer. 

About a Year, or more, after her lafl: Delivery, 
the Woman was Suddenly feized in the Night- 
time, and a hardifh Mafs of Flefh, Seemingly about 
eight Inches long, was discharged thro' the old 
Opening in her Belly. The Lump was rather 
thicker than an ordinary Man's Wrift, and which, 
being opened, contained all the Bones of a Fcetus> 
of about four Months Growth. 

At this time the Woman was much emaciated, occa- 
sioned bv the large Difqharae of *Pus from the Wound $ 
and, what was much more extraordinary, whatever 
She eat or drank came half-digeftcd thro' the Open- 
ing. White Bread, or better Diet, came thro' in 
that Manner j but coarfe Rye-Bread, or Such-like, 
was not digeSted at all. For which Reafon, the 
poor Woman muft have inevitably perifhed, had 
She not been Supported by a charitable Gentleman's 
Family in the Village, with Diet fit for her misera- 
ble Circumftances. 

She continued to diScharge her Excrement in this 
Manner for fix Months, and then that Symptom left 
her 3 after which the Ulcer was kept open other fix 
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Months, when it dried up of itfelf naturally, with 
a very firm but final i Cicatrix. 

I had the Curioftty to fee this Woman, and Mr. 
Charlefworthy Surgeon and Apothecary at Brigg, 
fent for her. She appeared hale, ftrong, and in 
full Health. I had the above Account of her Cafe 
from her own Mourh, attcftcd by the Surgeon who 
attended her. I faw the Bones of the Foetus m 
Mr. Charlefwortkfs Poflefllon, perfectly white, and, 
I believe, not one wanting. The Woman further 
told me, that, nine Months after the Wound was 
healed, (he was deliver'd of another live Child, at 
full Time, but with great Difficulty. The whole 
Time that the Bones of the Foetus may be fuppofed 
to have lain in the Woman's Belly was about four 
Years and a half. 

Thus, Sir, I have drawn up the Account as well 
as I can, but very inaccurately. I have purpofely 
omitted Terms of Art, in order to make myfelf 
better underftood by thofe who are not Surgeons 
or Anatomifts. There are feveral Particulars in the 
Account, which I cannot reconcile to any natural 
Laws that I am acquainted with : However, as the 
Truth of the Whole is inconteftable, it fhews moft 
evidently what wonderful Things Nature can do, 
with proper Affiftance. 

1 am, Sir, with my beft Refpe&s to the Gentle- 
men of the Society, 

Tour moft obliged, and 

moft obedient humble Servant \ 

Francis Drake. 
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